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Sunday, April 5, 2020 
Palm/Passion Sunday 

 
GATHERING 

 
PRELUDE 
 
WELCOME  Rev. Schaefer 
 
+THE TRIUMPHAL ENTRY  Matthew 21:1–11 
 When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount of 
Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them,  
 “Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt 
with her; untie them and bring them to me. If anyone says anything to you, just say this, 
‘The Lord needs them.’ And he will send them immediately.”  
 This took place to fulfill what had been spoken through the prophet, saying,  
 “Tell the daughter of Zion, Look, your king is coming to you, humble, and 
mounted on a donkey, and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.”  
 The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; they brought the donkey and 
the colt, and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. A very large crowd spread their 
cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. 
The crowds that went ahead of him and that followed were shouting,  
 “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the 
Lord! Hosanna in the highest heaven!”  
 When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, “Who is this?” The 
crowds were saying,  
 “This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.” 
 
+HYMN  “All Glory, Laud, and Honor” UMH 280 
 
OPENING PRAYER 
 Almighty God, on this day your Son Jesus Christ entered the holy city of 
Jerusalem and was proclaimed King by those who spread their garments and palm 
branches along his way. Let those branches be for us signs of his victory, and grant 
that we who bear them in his name may ever hail him as our Lord, and follow him in 
the way that leads to eternal life. In his name we pray. Amen. 
 
CONGREGATIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 
ANNIVERSARIES AND BIRTHDAYS 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 Most merciful God, we your Church confess that often our spirit has not been that 
of Christ. Where we have failed to love one another as he loves us, where we have 
pledged loyalty to him with our lips and then betrayed, deserted, or denied him, 
forgive us, we pray; and by your Spirit make us faithful in every time of trial; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
WORDS OF ASSURANCE 
 Who is in a position to condemn? Only Christ. But Christ suffered and died for us, was 
raised from the dead and ascended on high for us, and continues to intercede for us. 
Believe the good news: In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!  
 In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! Glory to God. Amen. 



+PASSING OF THE PEACE 
 
SHARING OF JOYS AND CONCERNS 
PASTORAL PRAYER 
 
+HYMN  “Hosanna, Loud Hosanna” UMH 278 
 

PROCLAIMING THE WORD 
 

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON  Isaiah 50:4–9 
NEW TESTAMENT LESSON  Matthew 26:47–75 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC 
 
SERMON  Rev. Mark Schaefer 
    “The Wilderness of Betrayal” 
 
    RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 
OFFERTORY 
+DOXOLOGY  UMH 95 
 
THE LOVE FEAST 
 

Hymn 
Be present at our table, Lord; 
Be here and everywhere adored; 
Thy creatures bless, and grant that we 
May feast in paradise with Thee. 
 
Prayer 
Father of earth and heaven, Thy hungry children feed, 
Thy grace be to our spirits given, That true immortal bread. 
Grant us and all our race in Jesus Christ to prove 
The sweetness of thy pardoning grace, The manna of thy love. 

   
Passing of the Bread 

The bread is passed from person to person. Each person may be invited in passing the bread to quote a 
scripture verse. The leader may receive last and close with a few words, a short prayer, or an invitation 
to new commitment to Christ and a holy life. 

 
 God Sightings/Testimonies 
 Lord’s Prayer 
 
 Hymn  “Blest Be the Dear Uniting Love” UMH 566, vv. 1, 5 
 
 Blest be the dear uniting love that will not let us part; 
 Our bodies may far off remove, we still are one in heart. 
 
 Partakers of the Savior’s grace, the same in mind and heart, 
 Nor joy, nor grief, nor time, nor place, nor life, nor death can part. 



THE PASSION 
 
NARRATOR:  Now Jesus stood before the governor; and the governor asked him,   
PILATE: Are you the King of the Jews?  
JESUS: You say so.  
… 
For he realized that it was out of jealousy that they had handed him over.  While he was 
sitting on the judgment seat, his wife sent word to him, “Have nothing to do with that 
innocent man, for today I have suffered a great deal because of a dream about him.”  Now 
the chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowds to ask for Barabbas and to have 
Jesus killed.  The governor again said to them,   
PILATE: Which of the two do you want me to release for you?  
NARRATOR:  And they said,   
CONGREGATION: Barabbas.  
PILATE: Then what should I do with Jesus who is called the Messiah?  
CONGREGATION: Let him be crucified!  
PILATE:  Why, what evil has he done?  
NARRATOR:  But they shouted all the more,   
CONGREGATION: Let him be crucified!  
NARRATOR:  So when Pilate saw that he could do nothing, but rather that a riot was 
beginning, he took some water and washed his hands before the crowd, saying,   
PILATE: I am innocent of this man’s blood; see to it yourselves.  
NARRATOR:  Then the people as a whole answered, 
CONGREGATION: His blood be on us and on our children!  
NARRATOR:  So he released Barabbas for them; and after flogging Jesus, he handed him 
over to be crucified. … [The Passion Continues] 
 
+HYMN  “To Mock Your Reign, O Dearest Lord” UMH 285 
 

GOING FORTH 
 
+BENEDICTION 
 
The + indicates the congregation standing, if able. 
  

All are invited to join us for a time of fellowship in Furgang Hall immediately 
following the service 

 
  



SCRIPTURE LESSONS 
 
Isaiah 50:4–9 • The Lord GOD has given me the tongue of a teacher, that I may know how 
to sustain the weary with a word. Morning by morning he wakens— wakens my ear to 
listen as those who are taught. The Lord GOD has opened my ear, and I was not rebellious, 
I did not turn backward. I gave my back to those who struck me, and my cheeks to those 
who pulled out the beard; I did not hide my face from insult and spitting.    
The Lord GOD helps me; therefore I have not been disgraced; therefore I have set my face 
like flint, and I know that I shall not be put to shame; he who vindicates me is near. Who 
will contend with me? Let us stand up together. Who are my adversaries? Let them confront 
me. It is the Lord GOD who helps me; who will declare me guilty? 
 
Matthew 26:47–75 • While he was still speaking, Judas, one of the twelve, arrived; with 
him was a large crowd with swords and clubs, from the chief priests and the elders of the 
people. Now the betrayer had given them a sign, saying, “The one I will kiss is the man; 
arrest him.” At once he came up to Jesus and said, “Greetings, Rabbi!” and kissed him. 
Jesus said to him, “Friend, do what you are here to do.” Then they came and laid hands on 
Jesus and arrested him. Suddenly, one of those with Jesus put his hand on his sword, 
drew it, and struck the slave of the high priest, cutting off his ear. Then Jesus said to him, 
“Put your sword back into its place; for all who take the sword will perish by the sword. Do 
you think that I cannot appeal to my Father, and he will at once send me more than twelve 
legions of angels? But how then would the scriptures be fulfilled, which say it must happen 
in this way?” At that hour Jesus said to the crowds, “Have you come out with swords and 
clubs to arrest me as though I were a bandit? Day after day I sat in the temple teaching, 
and you did not arrest me. But all this has taken place, so that the scriptures of the 
prophets may be fulfilled.” Then all the disciples deserted him and fled.  
 Those who had arrested Jesus took him to Caiaphas the high priest, in whose house the 
scribes and the elders had gathered. But Peter was following him at a distance, as far as 
the courtyard of the high priest; and going inside, he sat with the guards in order to see 
how this would end. Now the chief priests and the whole council were looking for false 
testimony against Jesus so that they might put him to death, but they found none, though 
many false witnesses came forward. At last two came forward and said, “This fellow said, ‘I 
am able to destroy the temple of God and to build it in three days.’” The high priest stood 
up and said, “Have you no answer? What is it that they testify against you?” But Jesus was 
silent. Then the high priest said to him, “I put you under oath before the living God, tell us 
if you are the Messiah, the Son of God.” Jesus said to him, “You have said so. But I tell you, 
From now on you will see the Son of Man seated at the right hand of Power and coming on 
the clouds of heaven.” Then the high priest tore his clothes and said, “He has blasphemed! 
Why do we still need witnesses? You have now heard his blasphemy. What is your verdict?” 
They answered, “He deserves death.” Then they spat in his face and struck him; and some 
slapped him, saying, “Prophesy to us, you Messiah! Who is it that struck you?” 
 Now Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard. A servant-girl came to him and said, 
“You also were with Jesus the Galilean.” But he denied it before all of them, saying, “I do 
not know what you are talking about.” When he went out to the porch, another servant-girl 
saw him, and she said to the bystanders, “This man was with Jesus of Nazareth.” Again he 
denied it with an oath, “I do not know the man.” After a little while the bystanders came up 
and said to Peter, “Certainly you are also one of them, for your accent betrays you.” Then 
he began to curse, and he swore an oath, “I do not know the man!” At that moment the 
cock crowed. Then Peter remembered what Jesus had said: “Before the cock crows, you will 
deny me three times.” And he went out and wept bitterly.” 


